Jehovah's Witnesses and blood transfusion revisited: a review of the benefits and risks.
Physicians face a special challenge when treating Jehovah's witnesses. As a result of Jehovah's witnesses rigorous pursuit of medical alternatives to blood, many cardiac, obstetric and gynaecological, orthopaedic and urological surgeries that traditionally require blood transfusion can now be performed successfully without using blood or blood products. Despite the obvious advantages of this bloodless surgery, blood transfusion remains are important life saving procedure. Respecting the religious consciences of Jehovah's witnesses may challenge our skills. Though their reason for refusing blood transfusion may seem controversial, physicians should be careful to avoid being held liable in view of the laws that accommodate their belief. This paper attempts to give an overview on this issue.